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Of other Saiva saints Tirumular, Nakkfrar, Nambiandar
Nambi, 5ekkirar there is not much to write. They followed
the same line of thinking and added to the volume of feeling
created by their forerunners.21
The separation of the Vaisnava cult from Saivisrn and its
development as a distinct sect was due to the Alvdrs.^ They
drew their ideas largely from the Sanskrit epics and the
Purdnas. Their hymns were collected together in the tenth
century, and they were themselves canonised two or three
centuries later, when their images were set up in temples and
prayers were addressed to them to mediate for securing
salvation. The Alvdrs were ardent worshippers of Visnu and
most of them were zealous opponents of Buddhism, Jainism
and Saivism. Some of them came from lower castes ; some
were Brahmins ; one, Andal, was a woman ; and Kulasekhar
was a king.23 Tirumangai wrote the largest number of
hymns, and Nammalvar was the foremost among the saints*
Namma's poems (Tiruvoymoli, Tiruvasiriyam, Tiruviruttam and
Tiruvandadi) are considered as sacred as the four Vedas.
The hymns of Vaisnava saints show the same type of
thought and feeling as those of the Saivas. They, however,
substituted Visnu in place of Siva and sang his praises above all
other gods ; they also differed in regard to the belief in incarna-
tion, for while Visnu came down several times upon earth to
save mankind, Siva did not do so, at any rate in the Vaisnavite
manner. A few extracts to illustrate their teachings are giver*
below. The spirit of love of God and reliance upon His grace
breathe through them.
** Mighty Lord of the Celestials! Thou hast made my
heart Thy tabernacle. So intimate and close is Thy union with.
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